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ENG 101 Writing Seminar                      Staff 
Focuses on the creation of complex, analytic, well-supported arguments that matter in academic contexts. Students receive 
regular feedback on their writing, both from their peers and the instructor, and learn flexible strategies for revision. Assignments 
promote awareness of stylistic conventions, rhetorical possibilities, and genuine inquiry.   
Fulfills Intensive Writing Level I Proficiency 

For additional details on the Writing Seminar courses, please visit https://english.providence.edu/writing-courses/. 
 

101 001 (1446) TWF    8:30-9:20 AM  Staff 
101 002 (1447) TWF    9:30-1O:20 AM               Staff 
101 003 (1448) MR    10:00-11:15 AM Staff 
101 004 (1449) MR    8:30-9:45 AM  Staff 
101 005 (1450) MWF    11:30-12:20 PM Staff 
101 006 (1451) MWF    12:30-1:20 PM  Staff 
101 007 (1452) TR    1:00-2:15 PM  Staff 
101 008 (1453) MWF    12:30-1:20 PM  Staff 
101 009 (1454) MWF    12:30-1:20 PM  Staff 
101 010 (1455) TWF    8:30-9:20 AM  Staff 
101 011 (1456) MWF    1:30-2:20 PM      Staff  
101 012 (1457) MWF    11:30-12:20 PM Staff 
101 013 (1458) MWF    1:30-2:20 PM  Staff 
101 014 (1459) MWF    1:30-2:20 PM  Staff 
101 015 (1460) MWF    11:30-12:20 PM Staff 
101 016 (1461) MWF    1:30-2:20 PM  Staff 
101 017 (1462) MWF    11:30-12:20 PM  Staff 
 
ENG 161 Introduction to Journalism 
161 001 (1463) R 4:00-6:30 PM                  Michael Pare 
161 002 (1464) W R 4:00-6:30 PM                  Michael Pare 
Introduces students to basic journalistic experiences including interviewing, researching, news, feature, and sports writing. It 
defines both standards of journalistic writing and the legal standards that govern journalism and combines lively writing 
experience with critical awareness.   
Prerequisite:  Intensive Writing Level I Proficiency 

 

ENG 175 Introduction to Literature 
An investigation of the three main literary genres—poetry, fiction, and drama—with an emphasis on writing. Students 
completing this course should be able to read with engagement and discernment, discuss literature critically, and write 
analytically and with an awareness of scholarly conventions. Required for English Majors.  All others welcome.   Fulfills Intensive 
Writing Level I Proficiency 

For additional details on the Writing Seminar courses, please visit https://english.providence.edu/writing-courses/. 
 

175 001 (1465) MR 2:30-3:45 PM Chun Ye 
175 002 (1476) TWF 8:30-9:20 AM Robert Reeder 
175 003 (1482) TWF 9:30-10:20 AM     Stephanie Boeninger 
175 004 (1483) MR 10:00-11:15 AM Steven Lynch 
175 005 (1484) TWF  10:30-11:20 AM Elizabeth Bridgham  
175 006 (1489) MWF 12:30-1:20 PM  Suzanne Fournier 
175 007 (1490) TR  11:30-12:45 PM Russell Hillier 
175 008 (1491) TR    11:30-12:45 PM Tuire Valkeakari 
175 009 (1492) TR  11:30-12:45 PM  Raphael Shargel 
175 010 (1495) TR 1:00-2:15 PM Russell Hillier 
175 011 (1497) TR            1:00-2:15 PM Tuire Valkeakari  
175 012 (1499) TR 1:00-2:15 PM Eric Bennett 
175 013 (1500) MWF 1:30-2:20 PM E.C. Osondu 
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ENG 185 Introduction to Creative Writing 
185 001 (1502) MWF 11:30AM–12:20 PM                   E.C. Osondu 
185 002 (1503) MWF 12:30-1:20 PM                   E.C. Osondu 
Introduction to Creative Writing in fiction and poetry designed for non-majors and open to all students. Classes discuss reading 
and writing assignments in seminar and workshop settings. Students keep reading journals, write substantive critiques of each 
other’s work, a book review on poetry or fiction, and assemble a portfolio of their work including nine poems and three short 
stories, all with two to four revisions. Required of English Creative Writing Majors. 
 
ENG 217 001 (1506) Intro Asian American Literature                                                 Chun Ye 
MR 10:00-11:15 AM 
This course is an introduction to Asian American literature from the mid-20th century to the present moment. Students will read 
multi-genre literary works by a diversity of Asian American writers, as well as explore the historical, social, and geopolitical 
dimensions of these texts, investigating issues of immigration, war, race, gender, class, sexuality, and identity formation. 
Fulfills Intensive Writing Level II Proficiency and the Diversity Proficiency Core requirement. 
Prerequisite: Intensive Writing Level I Proficiency 
Cross-listed with AMS 217 001 (1050) 
Cross-listed with AST 217 001 (2498) 
 
ENG 300 001 (1508) Literary Editing & Publishing               Emily Pittinos 
MR 2:30-3:45 PM 
A plus on any résumé, magazine journalism gives students practical hands-on experience editing and publishing a literary journal. 
We will solicit and edit work, design, and help produce The Alembic. Students will read literary texts in several genres within a 
critical context and formulate, discuss, and develop sophistication in critical issues. Comparative essays, close readings, and book 
reviews will all be part of the course. 

ENG 301 Writing Genres 
301 001 (1509) TR 4:00-5:15 PM                             Staff 
301 002 (1511) TWF 9:30-10:20 AM                                 Staff 
301 003 (1514) TWF 10:30-11:20 AM                     Staff 
301 004 (1515) MWF 1:30-2:20 PM                                                                                                         Staff 
 
Applies students’ skills in written argumentation to a nonfiction genre of writing chosen by the instructor. This course 
foregrounds the argumentative aspects of public genres like biography, reviews, letters, and manifestos, among others. Students 
will read exemplary texts to study the genre’s rhetorical possibilities and will practice writing within and about the genre in ways 
that incorporate research and revision. 
Prerequisite:  Intensive Writing Level I Proficiency 
Fulfills Intensive Writing Level II Proficiency 
 

For additional details on the Writing Seminar courses, please visit https://english.providence.edu/writing-courses/. 
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ENG 307 001 (1517) Chaucer’s Canterbury Tales                        Robert Stretter 
M 4:00-6:30 PM 

• a lusty widow skilled in the “art of love”  
• a loud-mouthed, drunken, heavily-armed miller  
• a penniless student who spent all his money on books  
• a cook whose food you would never want to eat   
• martyred saints who lounge around in boiling cauldrons  
• knights in shining armor (plus one in really grubby armor)  
• damsels in distress  
• damsels very much NOT in distress  
• an especially memorable kiss  
• sex in a pear tree  
• and talking chickens . . .  

Welcome to the world of Chaucer!  
ENG 307 is an exploration of the life and work of Geoffrey Chaucer (c. 1342-1400), the most influential English poet of the Middle 
Ages. Our focus will be Chaucer’s Canterbury Tales, an exhilarating tour through the kaleidoscopic world of late medieval 
England, which we will read in the original Middle English. Because the course assumes no prior familiarity with Middle English, a 
portion of class time will be dedicated to mastering Chaucer’s language (which usually can be done in about six weeks). In 
addition to studying the literary aspects of Chaucer’s art, we will examine medieval attitudes towards religion, morality, politics, 
gender, family, sex, love (both “courtly” and non-courtly), and marriage. No previous knowledge of medieval literature or 
language is required. 
Fulfills Lit Pre-1800 Elective  
 
ENG 311 001 (1520) Shakespeare: Histories and Comedies                                              Raphael Shargel 
TR 2:30-3:45 PM  
The histories and comedies of William Shakespeare are some of the funniest and most fascinating works in the English canon. 
Dipping into the histories, we will investigate Shakespeare’s visions of power, warfare, and family rivalry in plays like Richard 
III, Richard II, and Henry IV Part One. But our main focus will be upon the comedies, including early works like the raucous The 
Two Gentlemen of Verona and the fantastic Midsummer Night's Dream; intrigue-laden "middle comedies" like Much Ado About 
Nothing and Twelfth Night, which are immensely influential, forming the basis for the modern “rom-coms” of today; and 
magnificent and endlessly fascinating “problem” comedies like The Merchant of Venice and Measure for Measure.   
Fulfills Lit Pre-1800 Elective 
Cross-listed with TDF 311 001 (1657)  
 
ENG 312 001 (1521) Shakespeare: Tragedies and Romances                                           Fr. Jordan Zajac 
MWF 12:30-1:20 PM          
Sometimes it feels good to feel sad. With his tragedies, Shakespeare is devastatingly good at making his audience feel sad—and 
feel good about feeling sad. We will closely examine a number of Shakespeare's mature tragedies, which traffic in human cruelty 
and jealousy, injustice and revenge, freedom and fate. With his romances (or "tragicomedies"), Shakespeare proves equally good 
at moving characters and audiences from profound sadness to improbable joy, as providential plot twists suddenly 
(miraculously?) change everything. We will conclude the semester by reading several of these tragicomedies, theorizing how and 
why this genre became so popular in the early modern commercial theater. Throughout the course, attention will be paid to 
productions on stage and in film. Kleenex not provided.  
Fulfills Lit Pre-1800 Elective 
Cross-listed with TDF 312 001 (1660)   
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ENG 313 001 (1522) Renaissance Drama                                                    Stephen Lynch 
TR 1:00-2:15 PM                   
Scythian megalomaniacs, royal sodomites, over-educated practitioners of the dark arts, sociopathic infidels, crossdressing 
women, cut-off index fingers, men who think they are wolves (a common condition called “lycanthropy”), and all manner of 
scoundrels and shysters. In other words, we’ll have a blast.  We will read plays by Seneca, Kyd, Marlowe, Jonson, Webster, 
Middleton, Beaumont and Fletcher, and we’ll read a few background texts such as Lucretius, Pico, Montaigne, and Machiavelli. 
Not recommended for fans of Sparknotes.  
Fulfills Lit Pre-1800 Elective 
Cross-listed with TDF 310 001 (2499) 
 
ENG 317 001 (1524) 17th Century Literature                           Robert Reeder 
TWF 10:30-11:20 AM 
The 17th-century in England was a period marked by both political turbulence and trauma and by religious controversy. It also 
yielded astonishing literature that continues to matter today. Our study will include two plays: Ben Jonson’s energetic comedy 
Volpone (1606), written in the same year that Shakespeare completed three of his major tragedies, and John Webster’s The 
Duchess of Malfi (1612-13), arguably the greatest tragedy of the period not written by Shakespeare (but noticeably steeped in his 
example). Other units will focus on the poetry of Jonson, John Donne, and Aemilia Lanyer and on George Herbert’s The Temple 
(1633), with its bittersweet portrayal of the relationship between the human person and God. In our climactic unit, we will 
address the prose and poetry of John Milton, culminating in the first three books of his epic, Paradise Lost. Our closing unit, then, 
will consider some of the period's brilliant women poets.  
Fulfills Lit Pre-1800 Elective   
 
ENG 321 001 (1525) Age of Satire                                                         John Scanlan 
M 2:30-5:00 PM                   
What is satire?  Is it a genre?  A literary or artistic mode?  A “spirit”?  What are the hallmarks and desiderata of satiric 
expression?  The strength of opinion?  The loose structure?  The satirist’s willingness to point out a problem without proposing a 
solution?  Satire has always been difficult to define, and we’ll begin our course by trying to distinguish satire from other kinds of 
expression that make us laugh, or at least grin. 
 
As the scheme of courses in the English Department indicates, The Age of Satire is a “pre-1800” course:  while satiric expression 
remains important today, we will address in our course one of the great ages of satire, the late seventeenth and early eighteenth 
century, when many of the greatest, and funniest, writers in the English language chose this form of expression to express their 
ideas and reactions to the world.  Inevitably, the intellectual, social, and literary contexts that stimulated these writers—and to 
which their works refer, typically in arresting and now largely obscure detail—are difficult to recapture.  Accordingly, we’ll also 
devote a good portion of time to attempting to recover, as best we can, the intellectual backgrounds and the rowdy city of 
London as it evolved between roughly 1675 and 1750.  Our course will be in part a history course, with a particular emphasis on 
London and its burgeoning world of literature for sale.  
 
Finally, our course will also concentrate on the nature of laughter, a subject of great significance today, and one that can be 
approached from a range of academic disciplines, including literature, history, psychology, biology, and neuroscience, to name a 
few.  What’s so funny?  We’ll ask that question often, which is why the one requirement for the course is having a good sense of 
humor. 
Fulfills Lit Pre-1800 Elective   
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ENG 330 001 (1526) Cormac McCarthy                                                       Russell Hillier 
R 2:30-5:00 PM                   
Cormac McCarthy, “Rhode Island Shakespeare,” was born in 1933 in Providence. He is a major contemporary North American 
thinker, who has been writing for over five decades, and is the author of ten novels, two plays, and four screenplays. He is a past 
recipient of the Guggenheim and MacArthur “Genius” Grants, the National Book Award, and the Pulitzer Prize. Billy Bob Thornton, 
the Coen brothers, John Hillcoat, Tommy Lee Jones, James Franco, and Ridley Scott have all adapted McCarthy’s narratives for the 
silver and small screen: All the Pretty Horses, No Country for Old Men, The Road, The Sunset Limited, Child of God, and The 
Counselor. At the invitation of the particle physicist Murray Gell-Mann, since 2001 McCarthy has been a Fellow at the Santa Fe 
Institute, New Mexico, where he collaborates in multidisciplinary study with distinguished members of the global scientific 
community. 
McCarthy has stated that the “good writers . . . deal with issues of life and death” and his professed literary influences are Herman 
Melville, Fyodor Dostoevsky, and William Faulkner. His is an authentic, unique literary voice in both the content and style of his 
work, but to read him is to enter into the Western literary and philosophical tradition with which his fiction is in ceaseless 
conversation. His principal concerns remain moral, metaphysical, and ecological: the problem of evil, the idea of God or the 
transcendent, humanity’s place within nature, the question of moral choice and action, the possibility of goodness, the meaning 
and limits of civilization, the benefits and pitfalls of industrial and technological progress, the good of story, and the definition of 
what it is to be human. 
The class will explore the full range of McCarthy’s works, from his Appalachian novels, experiments in Southern Gothic, to his 
reinvention of the Western, to his more recent contributions to the genres of post-apocalyptic, “narco noir,” and the philosophical 
dialogue. Along the way we will consider McCarthy’s investment in the consequential works and ideas of past poets, philosophers, 
and theologians in realizing his astonishing imaginative project — to discover of what kind of clay the human heart is made. 
Although the course is classed at the 300 level, McCarthy’s fiction should appeal to and be accessible to anyone who is passionate 
about, or interested in, great literature. 
Fulfills Lit Post-1800 Elective 
Fulfills the Philosophy Core Curriculum Requirement 
Fulfills the Oral Communication Proficiency 
Cross-listed with AMS 370 003 (2500) 
 
ENG 354 001 (1527) 19th Century British Novel                                             Elizabeth Bridgham 
TR 2:30-3:45 PM                   
Focuses on 19th-century novels in a variety of styles: realistic, Gothic, sensationalistic, comic, and horror. Students will 
investigate how these novels fit, develop, or disrupt novelistic conventions and social expectations of their day, particularly those 
concerning social class, gender roles, and imperialistic British nationality. Major authors may include Austen, Dickens, Eliot, the 
Brontës, Trollope, Collins, and Stoker. 
Fulfills Lit Post-1800 Elective 
Cross-listed with WGS 354 001 (1340)   
 
ENG 370 001 (1529) Global & Postcolonial Literature                                  Tuire Valkeakari 
MR 2:30-3:45 PM 
In this course, we examine literary authors’ depictions of how empires and nations shape history and global and local identity 
formation. We will mainly read late-twentieth-century Anglophone novels that focus on empire, colonialism, decolonization, 
postcoloniality, and national or transnational identities. We will discuss literary renderings of such topics as conflict and peace, 
movement and migration, individuality and community, and the pursuit of existential meaning and human connection in the 
midst of global change and turmoil. This is a reading-intensive and writing-intensive course. Moreover, regular attendance and 
active participation will be required of everyone because classroom discussions will be an essential aspect of the learning 
process. The reward: after you have successfully completed this course, the world may no longer look quite the same as before. 
Fulfills Lit Post-1800 Elective 
Fulfills Writing II Proficiency and Diversity Proficiency 
Cross-listed with BLS 371 001 (2537) 
Cross-listed with GST 370 003 (1776) 
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ENG 372 001 (1549) Contemporary Drama                           Stephanie Boeninger 
TR 11:30-12:45PM 
As the most public of literary forms, theatre has long been an important medium through which communities define themselves. 
Plays often articulate the values of a given community, demonstrating what makes its members different from (and they might 
think superior to) other ethnic, racial, national, or linguistic groups. This course will examine the way in which theatre has 
functioned as a tool of national self-definition, particularly in postcolonial nations breaking away from the British Empire. We will 
focus primarily on the Anglophone dramatic literature of four regions: England, Ireland, the Caribbean, and Sub-Saharan Africa. 
In our reading, writing, and class discussion, we will address some of the most significant questions that have shaped 
postcolonial theatrical movements, including:  
*Is theatre a democratic form? Does it promote equality and the free exchange of ideas or is it simply a medium through which 
the powerful elite shape the ideas and attitudes of the less powerful?   
*Can postcolonial playwrights ever truly escape from the ethnic and national stereotypes popularized by British theatres (the 
stage Irishman or the stage African, for example)?  
*Does the adoption of Western theatrical structures and conventions by non-Western playwrights indicate a new, more insidious 
form of colonialism, or does it represent an invigorating creative pluralism?  
*Can and should theatre be a revolutionary form? What is its relationship to violent resistance and direct political action?   
*Do plays by women and other minorities participate in the project of national self-definition or do they attempt to create other, 
more inclusive ideas of community?  
Fulfills Lit Post-1800 Elective 
Fulfills Writing II Proficiency and Diversity Proficiency 
Cross-listed with TDF 372 001 (2439)   
 
ENG 380 001 (2536) Creative Writing: Fiction                  Eric Bennett 
M 2:30-5:00 PM    
This course helps students to to learn to write short stories. Exercises are designed to strengthen students? skill in rendering the 
elements of fiction. All work is discussed in a workshop situation. An anthology of short stories is read along with students? work. 
A folio of exercises, short stories, and revisions provides the basis for the course grade. 
Fulfills Lit Post-1800 Elective 
Fine Arts Core Requirement 
 
ENG 381 001 (1552) Creative Writing: Poetry                                     Chun Ye 
T 2:30-5:00 PM                             
This course helps students improve poetry writing abilities through extensive reading and writing assignments. Students will also 
develop skills in analyzing poetic works. Class time will be devoted to the discussion of readings and poetics, workshop of student 
poems, and writing exercises.   
Fulfills Lit Post-1800 Elective 
Fine Arts Core Requirement 
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ENG 386 001 (1554) Digital Composition                               Mark Pedretti 
MR 10:0-11:15 AM 
Most of us are aware that “writing” no longer exclusively means words on paper. We increasingly compose in, or in conjunction 
with, images, sounds, film, maps, and hypertext. The advent of readily accessible digital technologies has made this kind of 
multimodal composition all the easier. This course will engage with several different media and platforms to explore the 
rhetorical implications of composing in them. Students will pursue a single research project and remediate it across posters, 
movies, infographics, websites, interactive maps, and Pecha Kucha presentations. Our goal will be to understand the rhetorical 
affordances of each mode: What does one accomplish that another cannot? What kind of audience is appropriate for each one? 
What forms of persuasion is each capable of? How do each of these modes of presentation generate meaning? We will not only 
be learning to design in these different modes, but reflecting on the design decisions we make along the way.  
 
Students will develop one argumentative research project beginning early in the semester, and will proceed to present it in 
different modes over the rest of the term. Each iteration will give us the opportunity to learn technical skills necessary for 
composing in that particular platform, but also rhetorical skills in adjusting expectations of audience, rhetorical situation, and 
evidence to work within that particular mode. We will also see the ways in which rhetoric interfaces with design in multimodal 
composition; when working with multiple media, we make design decisions that require repeated testing and revision. 
Prerequisite: Intensive Writing I Proficiency 
Fulfills Intensive Writing II Proficiency 
 
ENG 400 001 (1555) Literary Criticism and Theory                                                  William Hogan 
M 2:30-5:00 PM 
An intensive examination of major works of literary criticism, from Plato to the present. Students will learn to write theoretically 
about literature and will be asked to apply specific critical methods to literary works. Readings may include Plato, Aristotle, 
Coleridge, Nietzsche, Freud, Derrida, Foucault, Nussbaum, and Cixous. Prerequisite for students writing a senior thesis. 
Fulfills Lit Post-1800 Elective or Lit Pre-1800 Elective 
Fulfills Intensive Writing II Proficiency 
 
ENG 441 001 (1556) SIL: Literary Non-Fiction                              Emily Pittinos      
M 4:00-6:30 PM                                     
Do you wish you could tell better stories? In Literary Nonfiction, you will practice the art of writing true and compelling stories 
about yourself and the world. You will learn how magazine-length literary nonfiction is written, revised, pitched, and published. 
Toward this end, you will read and write across the genre (memoir, travel & nature writing, magazine profiles, literary 
journalism, and more), and participate in a writing workshop that will help you become a stronger writer, editor, and member of 
our literary community. There will be many in-class activities designed to sharpen your observations about yourself and the 
world, coupled with craft lessons that will teach you how to develop those observations into longer stories that you would be 
proud to publish. By the end of the semester, you will emerge with a portfolio of your own literary nonfiction and the skills 
needed to pitch it to a magazine or newspaper editor. This is a practice-based course and extensive writing experience is not a 
requirement. Possible authors include (but are not limited to) Joan Didion, Susan Orlean, Montaigne, Ander Monson, John 
McPhee, Jamaica Kincaid, Claudia Rankine, Gay Talese, and David Foster Wallace. 
Fulfills Lit Post-1800 Elective; Creative Writing Elective Credit 
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ENG 441 002 (1557) SIL: Utopian/Dystopian Fiction     Alexander Moffett     
TR 4:00-5:15 PM                                     
In this class, we will be closely reading utopian and dystopian fiction of the last one hundred fifty years.  In doing so, we will be 
keeping a sharp eye on the historical context of each of these texts and thinking about the various social and political movements 
that inform them, including feminism, Christianity, communism, capitalism, and fascism.  More generally, we will be considering 
the conflict between the autonomy of individuals and the control that the modern state exercises over them.  The class will study 
not only works of literature, but also movies, television, and works in other media. Some of the works we will encounter include 
1984, The Handmaid’s Tale, Parable of the Sower, The Time Machine, and Black Mirror. 
Fulfills Lit Post-1800 Elective 
Fulfills Intensive Writing II Proficiency 
 
ENG 481 001 (1558) Seminar: Literature of Spiritual Crisis       Suzanne Fournier      
M 4:00-6:30 PM                                     
This course will examine a wide range of texts that pursue the common theme of the individual in spiritual crisis. Our reading will 
consist of modern and contemporary fiction, and several films too. Seminar discussions will focus on the protagonist confronting 
the extremes of human experience and exploring her or his relation to the world beyond the self. Our texts will be drawn from 
Waugh’s Brideshead Revisited, O’Connor’s The Violent Bear It Away, Endo’s Silence, Morrison’s Song of Solomon, 
Robinson’s Gilead, McCarthy’s The Road, and short stories by Updike, Solzhenitsyn, and Klay. Films will include Dekalog, The Tree 
of Life, and In Bruges. 
Fulfills Lit Post-1800 Elective 
Oral Communication Proficiency expected for Fall 2023 
Cross-listed with AMS 470 012 (1071)   
Cross-listed with HUM 470 001 (2679) 
 
ENG 489 001 (2538) Seminar: Fiction Capstone                Alison Espach     
T 2:30-5:00 PM                                     
An advanced writing workshop, building on skills acquired in earlier English and Creative Writing courses. In addition to reading a 
selection of short fiction, students are expected to write and workshop their own short stories. At the end of the course, 
students submit a bound volume of their short stories prefaced with brief scholarly introduction.  
Prerequisite: ENG 380 


